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Under 11s League – As in the 
previous couple of years, of the 7 
teams entered, Ilford would again 
be favourites. For us only Ben 
Clifford had played regularly in 
this before, plus we welcomed 
Aaron Beard who had already 
established a regular place in the 
Essex team. For the others who 
played - Ben Turner, Harry Green, 
Tom Arnold, James Burns, Shona 
Keaney and Harvey Russell - it 
was a new experience and a good 
opportunity to show their cricket-
ing skills. 

Our first game was against Shen-
field with no Ben C, but left to 
Aaron to make a very impressive 
debut, with runs, wickets, catch 
and run outs, and Ben Turner with 
top score of  23 to see us win with 
a comfortable margin of 22 runs. 

The next game was against Ilford 
and always going to be difficult 
against a side who play this for-
mat throughout the winter in their 
own local indoor league. They 
were too good on the day restrict-
ing us to 52 with Ben T again top 
scorer with 26no. We were proba-
bly 50 short of a challenging total!   

The game against High Roding 
got us back on the winning track 
with a 21 run margin with good 
scores from Ben C and Aaron.  

The final game before Christmas 
was against Hornchurch and gave 
an opportunity for Shona and also 
for Harvey to make his first ap-

pearance. Both bowled well as we 
held them to 65 in reply to our 97 
with Ben C 34 and 
Harry an excellent 
21. 

Hutton were next 
and proved to be our 
easiest win with us 
batting first (my pref-
erence not the boys) 
setting a target of 
124 with both Bens 
and Aaron in the 
runs. We kept them 
to 65 with tight bowling especially 
from Tom who always pitched the 
ball up and with the bounce was 
difficult to score off. 

Our final league game was 
against Brentwood and would de-
cide who went through to the final 
against Ilford as both teams had 
only lost one game. I thought this 
was our most impressive perform-
ance and showed how the team 
had improved over the six games 
(hence the heading above). We 
batted first (again!) and after an 
excellent opening partnership 
from the hard hitting opening pair, 

the other boys chipped in to keep 
a high strike rate and we ended 
with a respectable 99. Our bowl-

ing and fielding was then excel-
lent and we won by 40 runs. I 

should mention 
Harry and Tom 
with their differ-
ent types of spin 
proving virtually 
unplayable and 
Ben T for bowl-
ing straight to 
get the vital 
wicket of their 
best batsman. 
Also James 

Burns behind the stumps showed 
how he had improved and gained 
confidence with a very tidy per-
formance (obviously has a good 
coach). 

So on to the final and this is 
where I went AWOL and handed 
over to Alistair who will now report 
on a packed indoor cricket school 
for the final. 
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PS You may have noticed there is 
not any detail on the bowling fig-
ures so apologies to the bowlers 
for not having taken the figures at 
the end of the game 

Peter Drain 
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All Rounder of the Year: 

Neil Fergus 

Rawsthorne Award for Outstanding 
Young Player: 

Richard Smith 

Thompson Trophy for Outstanding Colt: 

Jack Sterland 

Shirley Carter Trophy (Clubman): 

David Goddard 

Outstanding Individual Performance: 

Paul Jones—Saturday 1st XI cap-
tain 

Alan Jerman Batting Award: 

Paul Keaney 

Spencer George Bowling Award: 

Robert Hayto 

 

Most Improved Player: 

Jack Moss  

Team of the Year: 

Saturday 4th XI 

Prowting Hollamby Smith Trophy 
(Highest score): 

Paul Keaney 
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